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Mercury News in Education

     The Newspapers-in-Education Program of The Mercury News

The Baseball Game
Object:

Drill on word attack skills



(Can also be adapted for social studies, science, other skills).

Materials:
Chalkboard and Chart (white board, flip chart) – teacher materials



Mercury News (one per student)

Process:

1. Divide the class in half

2. Draw a baseball diamond on the board

3. Say something like, “Today, we’re going to play baseball!”

4. Ask each half of the class to give themselves a team name

5. Write those names on the left half and right half of the ball diamond already drawn on the board

6. Teacher script:

“We’re going to play baseball, but this game is a little different than normal because I am going to be the pitcher for both teams, and I am going to pitch out a word from the comics page.  When I do, I want all of you to scan the page until you find the word.  When you find it, put your finger on it and stand up.  Don’t call out or wave your hand.  The first one to stand up will have a chance to answer some questions to get around the bases.  Are you ready?  Everybody sit up feet on the floor, ready to stand.  Here comes the first pitch and the word 

is: ________________,.”  Teacher chooses the word from the page that can be read by the students and then asks four questions to get around the bases for a run.

Example:  “Here comes the pitch.  The word is “lovely.”

Susie Q is the first to stand up.  

“Susie, tell us where you found the word and read it in the sentence where it appears."  Okay, now you go to first base.”  (chalk line form home to first)  “Next, look at me and spell lovely.  That’s correct!”  (chalk line from first to second)  “Tell me the root word for lovely.   Good that gets you to third base.”  (continue chalk line to third)  “Can you use the word lovely in a question?  Correct.”  (Draw line to home base and put a hatch mark for a score under the team name).  *Note:  If Susie gets stuck, she can ask for a pinch runner on her team to answer the question and continue running the bases.

If she answers incorrectly, just say, “out at first” (or whatever) and immediately pitch out a new word.  Outs and innings are not tracked.  Just see what team has the most runs at the end of the time you have allotted to play.  

Allow cheering, shouts, and enthusiasm to keep the game exciting. “Baseball” has been successfully used for 4-12 grades and has worked well in ESL classes.

The tasks noted in the above example are used for first and second base.  Third and home base questions can be varied.  Here are some sample base running questions for third base and home (or you can develop your own to suit your particular class).  

“Give me a word that rhymes with ____”

“Give me a word that begins with the same sound”

“Give me a word that ends with the same sound”

“How many syllables?”

“What part of speech?”

“Give me an antonym, synonym, homonym.”

“What is the prefix?  Suffix?  Root word?

“Use the word in a question, an exclamation, or a command”

“ Is the word a proper noun or a common noun?”

“What are the silent letters in _______?

HAVE FUN AND LET’S PLAY BALL!
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